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BY BYRD NASH, AUTHOR
ABOUT
With their magical talents twisted by their mother, the Rowan siblings
unite to solve her murder.
Magic comes in threes.

REVIEWS
"I could not stop reading if I wanted to,
and I don't want to stop. This book is
gripping, a real page turner."
"Wow! I had tears. This is one amazing,
magical book - The ending was
absolutely perfect. This is truly
a special book."
"This book is one of those special ones
that don't fall into just one category.
There's magic, and mystery and family
drama. Can the siblings come out of
their protective shells to help each
other, or will their mother's death
make them retreat even further."
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Victoria, whose empathic talent reads hidden feelings. Phillipa, with a
glamour that bewitches. Liam, who can touch an object to reveal its
past.
All are in danger.
Their narcissistic mother, Rachel Rowan, sniffed out secrets. Her
antique shop, Rosemary Thyme, was a front to torment the residents of
Grimsby. With her death, the murder of her assistant, and a missing
blackmail book, Vic must discover the truth before the past destroys
her.
And that hometown boy Vic dumped way back? He's in Grimsby and
knows the truth about her.
Perfect for fans of Practical Magic (Alice Hoffman), Garden Spells
(Sarah Addison Allen), and The Witches of New York.
A story of trauma and healing by gaining power over a haunted past.
NOTE: Trigger warnings for child abuse and past trauma, with one
assault scene, and some cursing.
Genre: Contemporary Romantic Suspense, Women's literature,
Contemporary Literature, Fantasy, all with Magical Realism,
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SNIPPET
“Do I understand that there is a missing black book somewhere that
has incriminating evidence of your mother’s blackmail payments? You
think Patty had it? The woman your brother may have murdered?”
Hunter’s voice rose in pitch almost to what I might call a shriek, if he
ever did something that undignified. Reed put a commiserating hand
on his shoulder.
“Now you feel my pain, my brother.”
“That’s an excellent summary, except you forgot the death-curse,” I
said.
“And it’s not a black book, it’s brown.” My sister raised her purse as if
she was about to hit Liam, but she arrested the impulse in mid-strike.
“Deacon wouldn’t understand what was in it. It’s all in code.” Liam’s
fingers flew over the phone screen. He scored again.
“Have the police found anything like that?” I asked Reed.
“Not as far as I know. They didn’t find it at the crime scene.”

REVIEWS
"Vic's profession is a fantastic
metaphor for the story. She makes her
living through art restoration, and
feels that it is up to her to restore what
went wrong. Also, to me, this story is
very much like Impressionism. It's not
a photo-realistic view, but its
emotional impact leaves you knowing
exactly what it's about."
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Tucking his phone back into his pocket and putting his sunglasses
back on his face, Liam said, “Probably Patty hid the book at her house.
If you take me there, I’ll be able to find it by listening to it.”
I said brightly, “Anyone up for a break-in?”
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BOOK Q&A: A SPELL OF ROWANS BY BYRD NASH
Rowans is about siblings and childhood trauma. What did you draw from your experiences
to write this novel?
That's a natural question and my answer is all of it, and none of it.
The deep feelings I have about being raised by a father who had periodic rages, and a mother who gave hurtful
criticism are all real. All the feelings found in the book are authentic. I have seen my brothers dragged up the
stairs before I hid under the bed to escape seeing their beating. I have dealt with a self-absorbed mother who
rejected her own daughters when they didn’t comply with her demands.
I have experienced all the sibling bonds and feelings inherent in the position: Philippa, the oldest who tries to
protect the younger children; Victoria, who feels the burden of guilt because of what she did and didn’t do; and
Liam, who’s unique nature makes him a target that can’t easily cope with the pain.
What is not my experience is the extent Rachel Rowan abuses her three children. I won’t give spoilers, but an
intense scene between Rachel and Liam as a child is brutal. While that incident never happened in my life, I
channeled my knowledge of violent, egotistical parents to write this scene. It makes what happened to Liam feel
devastatingly real.
Liam became a favorite character of many readers. The youngest of three and the only brother, he’s never been
accepted fully by people outside the family. He’s also a character who appears odd due to his magical talents. The
question of him being learning disabled, possibly autistic, is raised in the book.
In Rowans, I wanted to showcase a character who perhaps doesn’t fit the idea of average, but is immensely lovable
and can be respected as being his own person. And Liam really wins over the reader because he is the blunt, honest
person we all wish we could be.
I have two ADHD sons and I’ve battled school administrations, doctors and counselors to help them in a society
that isn't so accepting. I’m pleased to bring Liam to life in this book, and doubly pleased that he’s been met with
such love and acceptance from readers.
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BOOK Q&A: A SPELL OF ROWANS BY BYRD NASH
How did A Spell of Rowans come about?
After I finished my last project, I was doing some house downsizing when I came across an old photograph. It told a
story that insisted on being written right away! It took over my life and obsessed me as a writer, and I hope it
possesses my readers. Of all of my current books, this was the most emotional one for me to write, as it draws from
many of my own life experiences (amplified for fiction). It is a story that will pull at your heartstrings.
What is Magical Realism to you?
In the purest sense, Magical Realism would have a political component and message. However, genres are
constantly changing and it now applies to stories where magic is accepted without question by the characters.
In A Spell of Rowans, all three of Rachel’s children possess a talent: empathy, psychometry, and glamour. However,
while magic happens throughout the book, the main story arc is about relationships between the siblings and
healing from past wounds.
Is there romance?
There is wonderful tender romance, but the book is more than boy-meets-girl. Spell is the journey of how we deal
with childhood trauma and the hope of healing from it when we challenge the monsters of our past.
You call this a character-driven story. What does that mean?
The psychology of the characters plays a huge part in the story. I’ve long been interested in the nature vs. nurture
argument; what influences an individual’s personality the most? My interest in criminal psychology and narcissism
and how family members could interact with these dangerous types fascinates me. Spell presents the fact you can’t
outrun your family, no matter how much you try.
How is this story the same/different from your other work?
In terms of tone, I would compare it most to my short story Wicked Wolves of Windsor (in the book of the same
name) as it also deals with an unpleasant parent. The violence level is about the same as well.
Unlike my College Fae series or the Historical Romantic Fairytale series, this book is for adults. I would rate it
around PG-14, but it is not a horror or thriller book. Unlike some of my fairytales, this story deals with trauma and
one attempted assault. Sensitive and young readers (16 and younger) should know this before deciding if the book
is for them.
Is this a standalone or part of a series? How long is it?
At this time, it is a standalone. This is a full-length book, almost 80,000 words.
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