NEVER DATE A SIREN #1
BY BYRD NASH, AUTHOR
ABOUT
The first in a four-book series, this YA Fantasy book is about true
friendships and magical companions. It is a contemporary fae fantasy
with twists and surprises.
College Life: Friends, Finals, and the Fae trying to kill you.
When Brigit ran away from her helicopter parents, all the dryad
wanted was an uncomplicated college life. When she’s kicked out of
her apartment by her Troll roommate, stealing a bedroom from a
human appears to be a simple plan.
Unfortunately, her roomie has problems of his own - a messy break-up
with a Siren means without her help, he will die.

SNIPPET
“Now, if some monsters can be reasonable, perhaps their body won’t
become a beer stein or a rug.”

REVIEWS
"Packed with imagery, wit, and a
storyline that skips along at a great
pace - clever worldbuilding and
authentic characters."
"little touches add a lot of humor and
detail - raise this above your average
YA fantasy."
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The closet door, which had been slowly opening during the battle,
now opened all the way. From the darkness stepped forward a domed
hairy haystack of a creature, a thousand tiny eyestalks emerging from
its coarse coat of black fur. Its many eyestalks waved frantically about
in opposite directions, giving it a harried, panicked air. It stood on
two long chicken feet.
Its shrieking voice was as piercing and irritating as nails down a
chalkboard.
“If I’m no longer needed, I shall go.”
But the closet monster’s attempt at dignity was interrupted by a jeer
from Brigit.
“Never needed and never wanted. Boom-Boom, escort it from the
premises.”
“No need to rush me,” said the monster loftily, which earned it a knock
on its head from Granite as the wrestler said, “Do you want more of
Boom-Boom?”
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The first in a four-book series, this YA Fantasy book is about true
friendships and magical companions. It is a contemporary fae fantasy
with twists and surprises.
College Life: Friends, Finals, and the Fae trying to kill you.
When Brigit ran away from her helicopter parents, all the dryad
wanted was an uncomplicated college life. When she’s kicked out of
her apartment by her Troll roommate, stealing a bedroom from a
human appears to be a simple plan.
Unfortunately, her roomie has problems of his own - a messy break-up
with a Siren means without her help, he will die.

SNIPPET
“Now, if some monsters can be reasonable, perhaps their body won’t
become a beer stein or a rug.”
The closet door, which had been slowly opening during the battle,
now opened all the way. From the darkness stepped forward a domed
hairy haystack of a creature, a thousand tiny eyestalks emerging from
its coarse coat of black fur. Its many eyestalks waved frantically about
in opposite directions, giving it a harried, panicked air. It stood on
two long chicken feet.
Its shrieking voice was as piercing and irritating as nails down a
chalkboard.
“If I’m no longer needed, I shall go.”
But the closet monster’s attempt at dignity was interrupted by a jeer
from Brigit.
“Never needed and never wanted. Boom-Boom, escort it from the
premises.”
“No need to rush me,” said the monster loftily, which earned it a knock
on its head from Granite as the wrestler said, “Do you want more of
Boom-Boom?”
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BOOK Q&A: NEVER DATE A SIREN #1
What is the genre, and who is the audience for this book?
This is a contemporary YA fantasy taking place at a European university where the fae and humans attend classes
together. It is a story of growing up and friendship. The series of four books is suitable for 14+ readers.

Tell us a bit about Never Date a Siren
The story is about the real-life challenges of attending university: bad roommates, taking finals, and professors
who don't understand you. It differs from real life in that humans have classmates that are creatures from classic
myths, legends, and folklore. I loved using sirens, dryads, naiads, púcas, kelpies, and brownies, all in a fresh and
exciting way.
While magic does happen in the series, there is no wand-waving, secret societies, or Latin chants to make spells. I
prefer my fantasy creatures to be odd and weird, but strangely fitting into the human world. Magic fits seamlessly
into the world, and it is a very approachable series since the setting and background are based on our world.

Brigit appears to be a woman of color. Is this a story about the black experience?
From the very beginning, I wanted Brigit (a black fae dryad) to be someone who many readers could identify with
and enjoy. However, as a white writer, I do not write about the black experience, which is not my story to tell.

Why Europe? Why not America or England?
When I started developing this story, I had a friend working on a historical fiction piece that was taking place in
Germany, and I had visited Germany during my college years. I was also very lucky to get a Beta Reader who lived
in Germany, who helped me make the world come alive.
The story takes place in a country similar to Germany called Bewachterberg, so readers can feel an immediate
familiarity and general understanding of how things work. However, the fae hid the land for 99 years and a day
(1890 to 1989), making the history of the country complex.
Things are not as normal as they might appear at first.
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A STUDY IN SPIRITS #2
BY BYRD NASH, AUTHOR
ABOUT
A haunted library is under threat when a monster prowls the stacks.
Even the ghosts are frightened by the thing that devours knowledge.
To make matters worse, loyalty between friends is tested when Brigit
is accused of vandalism and stealing test answers.
The dryad must find the guilty party fast, or she could be devoured by
a creature that doesn’t play nicely with others.
Fan favorite, Jib, the talking púca cat, returns and is joined by a new
creature, Obake, a dwarf flying squirrel, who can unlock secret
knowledge.

SNIPPET
“I am the guest-of-honor. Confirm what I say is the truth, bard.”
Dealing with the fae had taught him much; Logan took his time before
replying. “You believe you’re the guest-of-honor, sir,” agreed Logan
diplomatically.

REVIEWS
"Even better than the first book, Nash
takes her fae characters to deeper
levels of magic."
"Byrd Nash does it again with this
witty, fantastical Young Adult book!"
"I think I've added a new favorite
author to my list. Her writing is just
brilliant."
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“Ha!” snapped Bandemer. “If I believed I was the Queen of Sheba and
said as much, it would appear as truth. You bandy words about,
stranger.”
“I eat words,” sneered the monk, his protuberant eyes glowering.
“Especially those used poorly or if they lack veracity.”
During this fractious conversation, Anna Burkhalter and Kados Géza
appeared behind the chancellor. The librarian requested in a low
voice, “Gentleman, can we keep our voices down? This place of
learning requires we all act with decorum.”
The monk gave a glare at the head librarian. His stare was as mad as
Rasputin’s.
“This a place of learning? A bastion of perversion. I would rather call a
donkey’s fart a pearl of wisdom. And you, madam, the lead donkey.”
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A haunted library is under threat when a monster prowls the stacks.
Even the ghosts are frightened by the thing that devours knowledge.
To make matters worse, loyalty between friends is tested when Brigit
is accused of vandalism and stealing test answers.
The dryad must find the guilty party fast, or she could be devoured by
a creature that doesn’t play nicely with others.
Fan favorite, Jib, the talking púca cat, returns and is joined by a new
creature, Obake, a dwarf flying squirrel, who can unlock secret
knowledge.

SNIPPET
“I am the guest-of-honor. Confirm what I say is the truth, bard.”
Dealing with the fae had taught him much; Logan took his time before
replying. “You believe you’re the guest-of-honor, sir,” agreed Logan
diplomatically.
“Ha!” snapped Bandemer. “If I believed I was the Queen of Sheba and
said as much, it would appear as truth. You bandy words about,
stranger.”
“I eat words,” sneered the monk, his protuberant eyes glowering.
“Especially those used poorly or if they lack veracity.”
During this fractious conversation, Anna Burkhalter and Kados Géza
appeared behind the chancellor. The librarian requested in a low
voice, “Gentleman, can we keep our voices down? This place of
learning requires we all act with decorum.”
The monk gave a glare at the head librarian. His stare was as mad as
Rasputin’s.
“This a place of learning? A bastion of perversion. I would rather call a
donkey’s fart a pearl of wisdom. And you, madam, the lead donkey.”
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What happens in book 2 of the College Fae series?
After writing book #1, I knew I wanted to write more about the library. The original abbey building is an important
part of the university and the oldest building on campus. Due to the history of the country, it is bound to have
ghosts! When a creature arrives at Leopold Otto University, it is intent on destroying the books in the abbey
library, and Brigit is just as determined to crush it before it succeeds.

What were some of your favorite parts to write?
I really like to see what my characters do/react when faced with the unpredictable. I also like to surprise the reader
in a pleasant way, so there are two scenes I especially like:
Early on, there is a confrontation between the main character, Logan, who is a human bard, and his roommate's
father. This scene tells you a lot about what the fae think about humans and how they treat them.
Another scene I enjoyed writing deals with a powerful character, Paul, who is a Doppleganger. Through a series of
events, he ends up hiding in a trash dumpster. It was an embarrassing moment for Paul and naturally lent itself to
a lot of comedy. Paul's real appearance is also revealed (which is a spoiler, so I won't go into depth here).

Tell us about the new characters of Emma and Obake.
Emma is a skilled gamer and programmer from Vancouver, Canada, whose hacking skills get our friends into
trouble with the administration. Her companion, Obake, is a tsukumogami, a Japanese spirit. It can take the form of
a key, a flash drive, or dwarf flying squirrel, and is an expert at revealing secret knowledge. The problem is, it has
no filter and blurts those secrets out at inappropriate moments.

What about fan-favorite, Jib, the talking cat?
Of course Jib, the púca, returns. The great thing about writing about a talking cat is it can interact with any
character and enhance a scene. For example, when Jib tries to help Paul out of trouble, I was laughing out loud
when writing the scene. Poor Paul!
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BANE OF HOUNDS #3
BY BYRD NASH, AUTHOR
ABOUT
Danger from a fae court comes calling when a queen visits her
daughter at college.
Queen Elixia attending a symposium sponsored by the university may
irk her daughter, Brigit, but neither can ignore the warnings given by a
Black Dog. For all know that a magical fae hound’s prophecies come
true.
Who knew that protecting a puppy that survived the traumatic
destruction of his fae court would put both Brigit and her loyal friend,
Logan, into danger?
Or that Jib, the talking cat, would get into a huff about sharing space
with a dog?
Worse? The fae queen just met Logan’s human mother.

REVIEWS
"Totally recommend for lovers of
paranormal fiction, especially about
fae-human interactions."
"Thank you for another delicious book
to get lost in!!!!"

SNIPPET
Everyone stared at the dog. As if in response to their attention, it
suddenly started to grow in size. Brown eyes turned to blue-ice chips. A
gas-blue flame licked its black coat. In a vibrant, prophetic voice, the
Black Dog spoke:

"Readers will love the character and
plot development."

“The hound of death hunts a noble prize; When the glass turns, who
falls, so others rise?”

"It's my favorite book in the series so
far!"

In the stunned silence that followed, Brigit’s mother said, “That is why
I’ve never allowed a dog at home. Between their stinky breath and the
omens, one simply can’t have them about.”

"Ms. Nash is proving to be a delightful
writer."
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At her words, the dog shrank in size, and the blue flames disappeared.
Tucking his tail, he crawled under the French Provencal sofa, leaving
only the tip of a tail showing.
“Mother!” cried Brigit. “You’ve hurt his feelings.”
“Dear, you can’t let sentiment influence you. No reasonable person
keeps a harbinger. It’s simply not done.”
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Queen Elixia attending a symposium sponsored by the university may
irk her daughter, Brigit, but neither can ignore the warnings given by a
Black Dog. For all know that a magical fae hound’s prophecies come
true.
Who knew that protecting a puppy that survived the traumatic
destruction of his fae court would put both Brigit and her loyal friend,
Logan, into danger?
Or that Jib, the talking cat, would get into a huff about sharing space
with a dog?
Worse? The fae queen just met Logan’s human mother.

SNIPPET
Everyone stared at the dog. As if in response to their attention, it
suddenly started to grow in size. Brown eyes turned to blue-ice chips. A
gas-blue flame licked its black coat. In a vibrant, prophetic voice, the
Black Dog spoke:
“The hound of death hunts a noble prize; When the glass turns, who
falls, so others rise?”
In the stunned silence that followed, Brigit’s mother said, “That is why
I’ve never allowed a dog at home. Between their stinky breath and the
omens, one simply can’t have them about.”
At her words, the dog shrank in size, and the blue flames disappeared.
Tucking his tail, he crawled under the French Provencal sofa, leaving
only the tip of a tail showing.
“Mother!” cried Brigit. “You’ve hurt his feelings.”
“Dear, you can’t let sentiment influence you. No reasonable person
keeps a harbinger. It’s simply not done.”
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What makes Bane of Hounds, book #3 in the College Fae series, unique?
What I've enjoyed most about writing this series is how the humor is blended with real-life problems. Bane has
some of the most humorous lines I've written while still dealing with one of the most serious topics I've covered.
There is a lot more detail of the fae and their magic, and Brigit and Logan's expand their magical powers.

What is a Black Dog?
A Black Dog is an apparition in the form of a large dog. It is regarded as a portent of death, although sometimes
they do provide assistance. In Bane of Hounds, Black Dogs are harbingers, fae beings who give Dooms or Banes,
prophecies that become true. The fae view them as rather troublesome pests!

How are you keeping book #3 fresh and exciting in the series?
Things are getting more complicated for our two main characters: Logan and Brigit. In book #1, the two become
friends, and Never Date a Siren was an introduction to Leopold Otto University. In book #2, Brigit and Logan
deepen their friendship, and start to face some serious threats which grow their magical powers.
Book #3 addresses more of the question of who are these two people? What do they want out of life? And their
struggles against what their family and society may want from them. The response from Beta readers has been
fantastic! This seems to be their favorite book so far.

Queen Elixia meets Logan's mom? I imagine some fireworks!
I love to write about family relationships and how sticky they are! Bane is very sticky with family! Sarah Dannon,
Logan's mom, has a strong personality, as well as some trauma in her past. Meanwhile, Brigit's mother, Queen
Elixia, is dealing with her own issues: safeguarding her personal safety, and protecting her court which is in
danger.
Both Elixia and Sarah have prejudices against the other, and neither wants a romance between their children. The
two butt heads, but you may be surprised at who the victor is.
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